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Introduction

“Tyagaraja” is the presiding deity at Tiruvarur or Kamalalaya and other six
ksetras collectively known as the Saptavitarika Sthala-s. Tyagaraja is Siva in
the form of Somaskanda - a composite image of Siva, Uma and
Subrahmanya. This devata-svarupa true to the name has inspired many
sanyasis and yogirajas and paramahamsas. One such person was Shri
Paramasivendra Sarasvati Svamigal, the 57" Acharya of Sri Kafici Kamakoti
Pitham. The Dashapurana sangraha or Tyagaraja Mahatmyam presented
here is a “sangraha grantha” (compilation) that this acharya painstakingly
culled the information pertaining to Sri Tyagaraja from various puranic
sources. It is noteworthy that many of the published recensions of some of
these puranas do not have these verses as some of these are available in
Southern recensions only. Hence, these verses are valuable sources of
information about these ksetras.

The text of this was first published by Pandit Shri. N. Srinivasan of the
Tanjavur Sarasvati Mahal Journal from the manuscript number B.No 1848 D
No 9621 in the library. Presented here is the Tamil translation of this
content. Since it was not possible to procure and compare additional
manuscripts, the verses are given as-is. The collection of puranas referred to
in this include Sivapuranam - uparibhaga of sanatkumara samhita, Skanda
puranam - siitasamhita yajiiavaibhava kanda and nagarakandam,
Bhavishyapuranam - uparibhaga - §ivaksetra kanda (Parijatavana
mahatmyam), Halasya mahatmyam from skandam, Sivarasya kandam -
sankarasamhita devakandam, saptabrahma kaivartaka - Vedaranya
mahatmyam, Nagapattana mahatmyam, Kalagaru mahatmyam - Ksetra
kandam, Sivapuranam - Ekadasa rudra samhita, Padmapuranam
mantrasiddhiksetra, Bhaktavatsala mahatmyam / Laksmi vivaham.

The following common themes are found referenced:

Visnu wishing for progeny worshipped Siva and was cursed by Parvati
because he failed to worship her along with Siva. Hence this Somaskanda
svarlipa was created and Visnu took this form on his chest as the God was
dancing his famous ajapa natana to the rhythm of inhalation and exhalation



heaving up and down on the chest of Visnu. Visnu worships this devata and
then it is given to Indra who worships him wishing for victory against the
asuras.

Muchukunda, the Chola king and the King of Saketa (Ayodhya) offered
assistance to Indra and in return wanted nothing but the murti of Tyagaraja
worshipped by Indra. Unwilling to part with it, Indra asked Vis§vakarma to
create other identical murtis and Vi§vakarma without using a “Tanka” or
chisel creates six similar murtis using his mind. Muchukunda experienced
horripilation only on seeing the original Vitanka is thus able to identify the
one he wants. Pleased by his devotion Indra gives him all the murtis and he
installs them in 1. Kamalalaya (Tiruvarir), 2.Kayarohana( Nagapattanam)
3.Kalagaruvana (Tirukkarayil), 4.Vedaranyam (Tirumaraikkadu),
5.Tirunallaru, 6.Tirukkuvalai and 7.Tiruvaymdir.

Various vitanka murtis are installed and worshipped in various creation
cycles and the aradhana procedures on various nakshatras are also
mentioned. The philosophical significance of the ajapa natana, the voiceless
mantra and oneness of the macrocosm and microcosm - the dance of the
God in the miiladhara ksetra of virat purusa in Tiruvartr and the dance of
Kundalini $akti in the muladhara dancing along the Susumna nadi,
propelled by the hamsa mantra of breathing is mentioned. Then there is the
worship by Patafjali and Vyaghrapada, the worship of Pafichaksara.

The greatness of Kalagaru / Tirukkarayil is explained in an extract with the
account of the benefits to be obtained by various tirthasthanas and dharma
karyas such as go dana to be performed there, the importance of vratas such
as somavara vrata and the secret underground cavity known as “$esa bilam”,
the darsana of which removes the ill-effects of bad deeds.

The connection to this ksetra with the adjacent ksetra of Tirukkannmangai /
Bhaktavatsala ksetram / Krsnamangalam is also outlined. Mahalaksmi comes
here to perform tapas and Indra worships her. She attains Mahavisnu as a
result of her tapas and the divine wedding happens at Krsnamangalam. The
association of Kamalalaya tank with Kamala, the reason for the names of
Vithi Vitanka - the unchiseled murtis who are on the streets of Amaravati of



Indra who came down with this devata worshipping Him in the street of
Kamalalaya ksetra is also narrated.

The last section has Mahavisnu asking Saunaka to disclose the names of Siva
that are sacred and dear to Him. Saunaka narrates the Tyagaraja atottara
Satanamavali.

The dasapurana sangraha ends with a colophon that this is a work of
paramahamsa parivrajakacharya Sri Paramasivendra Sarasvati, the student
of Shri Narayanendra Sarasvati. Sri Paramas$ivendra Sarasvati Swamigal has
the practice of paying tribute to his vidya guru in every work of his. As
Dr.Raghavan notes in his preface to the Sadaiva Brahmendra Vijayam
edited by Sastraratnakara Polagam Rama $astri, it was very common in the
days past for sanyasis and §astra students to study granthas from several
teachers. Further, the identity of the 57 acharya of Kafichi Kamakotii Pitha
also is ascertained by the references made in Sri Paramasivendra Sarasvati
by several other junior contemporaries as “Jagadguru”.

Many of the contents of this sangraha is familiar in the minds of astikas
through the works of the Vaggeyakara Sri Muttusvami Diksitar. Sri Diksitar
seems to have had access to some of these puranas and as he says
“Tyagaraja mentioned in the Nagarakanda” (nagara-kandakhya-purana
pratipadita raja), and routinely refers to the ajapa hamsa natana and the
philosophical significance, his insignia including the ratna simhasana and
the sword and the fact that he was worshipped by Visnu for progeny, and
Muchukunda. (mukundadi pijita somaskanda mirtaye) and mucukundadi
bhakta jana mano-ratha-pirtaye - Tyagarajaya namaste).
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